[Three cases of meningitis due to Listeria monocytogenes type Ib].
Three infants having Listeria monocytogenes meningitis were admitted to our hospital in the last ten years. They were a nineteen-month-old boy, a two-year-old girl and a five-year-old girl. They were all healthy infants. The two female patients survived, while the male patient died. At autopsy, arachnoid turbid, swollen brain substance and slight bleeding under the cerebellar tent were observed. Judging from the minimal inhibitory concentration of antibiotics against the isolated L. monocytogenes, antibacterial activity of penicillin G and ampicillin was good, whereas that of cefotaxime and latamoxef was poor. In conclusion, for therapy of bacterial meningitis due to unknown origin, the combination of ampicillin and cephalosporins is necessary.